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TOWN  OF  LOS  ALTOS  HILLS 


NEWSLETTER 


MEET  THE  MAYOR 


As  most  residents  of  Los  Altos  Hills  know,  Thomas  P.  McReynolds  is  our  recently-elected  Mayor.  Just  who  is 
Thomas  P.  McReynolds?  From  where  does  he  hail?  How  does  he  feel  about  his  new  position?  In  his  estimation, 
what  are  the  problems  faced  by  our  Town?  What  type  of  citizenry  resides  in  Los  Altos  Hills? 

Tom,  as  he  is  called  by  most,  was  born  in  Sacramento,  raised  in  San  Francisco,  but  spent  most  of  his  youthful 
summers  visiting  friends  and  playing  in  the  poison  oak  of  Los  Altos  Hills.  He  is  a  1 959  graduate  of  the  U.S.  Naval 
Academy.  College  was  followed  by  serving  for  four  years  in  the  U.S.  Navy.  Presently,  Tom  is  an  Investment 
Banker  in  the  Corporate  Finance  Department  of  the  Birr-Wilson  Company.  Tom  is  married  to  Barbara 
McReynolds  and  the  father  of  four.  The  oldest  McReynolds'  son,  Tom,  is  finishing  his  freshman  year  at  George- 
town University  and,  in  July,  will  transfer  to  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy.  Kathryn  and  Mary  McReynolds  are  stu- 
dents at  Los  Altos  High  School,  and  Jim  McReynolds  attends  Egan  Junior  High. 

Tom  McReynolds  thoroughly  enjoys  his  new  position  as  Mayor.  He  feels  that  when  one  has  worthwhile  work 
to  accomplish  and  good  people  to  work  with,  the  job,  any  job,  is  pleasant.  To  him,  serving  the  Town  of  Los 
Altos  Hills  is  a  worthwhile  task  and  the  present  Councilmembers  work  well  together.  They  are  willing  to  listen 
to  the  viewpoints  of  each  other. 

Except  for  one  year  of  non-involvement,  Tom  has  been  serving  the  Town  since  1968.  He  has  served  on  the 
Pathway  Committee,  the  Planning  Commission  and  as  a  Councilmember.  He  feels  that,  during  these  past  ten 
years,  the  Town  has  politically  matured.  The  Council  is  not  a  rubber  stamp  for  the  Mayor.  They  discuss  all  sides 
of  an  issue,  but  they  do  so  in  a  rational,  give-and-take  manner,  not  in  an  argumentative  fashion, 
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CITIZEN  ALERT 


In  late  April  of  1979  the  offices  of  Gary  Almond  Ltd.,  a  gem  appraiser,  were  burglarized.  One  of  the 
items  taken  was  a  list  of  his  clients  and  their  appraisals.  Since  the  theft,  two  Los  Altos  Hills  families  have 
been  robbed  at  gun  point  in  their  homes. 

It  is  requested  that  anyone  who  had  business  dealings  with  Gary  Almond  Ltd.,  of  260  Sheridan  in  Palo 
Alto  or  161  San  Antonio  in  Los  Altos,  please  contact  Sgt.  Gary  Meeker  of  the  Santa  Clara  County  Sheriff's 
Office,  Detective  Division,  telephone  number  299-2211. 


AN  INV  TATION 


Eight  year  old  Chris  Giem  is  riding  "Sitipper"  who  is  owned  by 
Los  Altos  Hills  resident,  Sam  Kase. 


TO:  ALL  RESIDENTS 

FROM:  FRIENDS  OF  WESTWIND 


In  appreciation  for  the  support  of  the  community,  the  Friends  of  Westwind  will  extend  their  hands  in  wel- 
come to  all  residents  of  Los  Altos  Hills  at  an  Open  House,  Thursday,  June  21,  1979,  from  8  p.m.  to  10  p.m.  at 
the  Westwind  Barn,  27210  Altamont  Road,  Los  Altos  Hills. 

Refreshments  will  be  served  from  8  p.m.  Guests  will  be  invited  to  tour  the  premises  and  see  the  improvements; 
including  the  renovation  of  the  small  ring  behind  the  barn  which,  hopefully,  will  be  completed  by  that  date.  At 
9  p.m.,  there  will  be  a  special  showing  of  "From  Wheels  to  Hooves,"  a  slide-tape  presentation  of  the  Westwind 
4-H  Riding  for  the  Handicapped  Program,  prepared  by  Laura  Flett. 

On  May  6,  1979,  Westwind  held  its  second  annual  benefit.  A  crowd  of  approximately  300  braved  the  wind, 
the  rain  and  the  gasoline  shortage  to  see  a  marvelous  show  of  riding  skills.  Many  local  faces  were  spotted  enjoy- 
ing the  program,  which  included  a  special  demonstration  by  the  Westwind  4-H  Riding  for  the  Handicapped 
Group. 

Members  of  the  audience  eagerly  joined  in  the  bidding  for  the  many  auction  items  that  had  been  donated. 
Proceeds  from  the  Benefit  went  to  the  Westwind  4-H  Riding  for  the  Handicapped  Program,  the  Westwind  Ring 
Fund  and  the  U.S.  Equestrian  Team. 


SCHOOL  UPDATE 


The  last  operating  public  school  in  Los  Altos  Hills,  Bullis  School,  will  not  be  closing  for  at  least  another 
year.  This  is  due  partly  to  the  efforts  of  Bonnie  Gardiner,  Los  Altos  Hills  resident  on  the  citizens' school  com- 
mittee, and  the  support  of  the  City  Council  by  a  Resolution  introduced  by  Mayor  Tom  McReynolds. 

It  was  clearly  demonstrated  that  the  Hills  is  the  only  area  in  the  school  district  with  growth  potential.  This 
fact  and  many  others  will  be  considered  by  the  Superintendent's  Committee,  which  hopes  to  have  a  master  plan 
ready  by  the  end  of  September. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


The  Los  Altos  Hills  Historical  Society  needs  your  help  in  its  latest  project:  the  story  of  how  the  streets  of  the 
Town  got  their  names.  If  you  know  the  origin  of  the  name  of  any  of  the  roads  in  Los  Altos  Hills,  please  let  the 
Historical  Society  know. 

Mail  will  reach  the  society  through  Town  Hall. 

Or,  better  still,  bring  your  contributions  to  the  History  Room;  it's  open  every  Tuesday  afternoon,  or  by 
appointment. 

Best  of  all,  join  the  Historical  Society.  Memberships  are  $5.00  for  families  or  individuals. 
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To  Tom,  the  most  important  aspect  of  our  Town  is  its  rural  environment.  Keeping  this  environment  intact  will 
be  a  constant  battle  because  of  the  fast  growth  of  the  Santa  Clara  Valley.  There  will  always  be  pressure  from  out- 
side to  change  the  rural  nature  of  the  Town.  Tom  thinks  that  it  is  important  to  encourage  people  who  have 
assimilated  the  rural  environment  philosophy  to  serve  the  Town. 

As  available  spaces  in  the  Town  are  filled,  we  need  to  have  ordinances  and  clear  plans  to  keep  our  rural  en- 
vironment. The  passage  of  Proposition  13  eliminated  one  source  of  revenue  to  the  Town  and  Tom  feels  that  this 
is  a  plus  because  it  forces  those  in  government  toward  better  management  of  finances.  Building  fees,  now  dwin- 
dling, have  always  been  a  steady  source  of  income  for  the  Town.  As  the  Town  is  built  up,  we  must  find  replace- 
ment sources  of  income. 

Mayor  McReynolds  stated  that  the  Town  has  a  very  perceptive  citizenry.  They  are  alert  to  what  is  happening, 
therefore,  those  in  government  must  not  just  talk  about  issues;  they  must  take  action.  The  residents  are  willing 
to  accept  honest  mistakes  by  those  serving,  but  continual  ineptness  or  out-and-out  dishonesty  would  result  in 
the  elected  official's  being  recalled  from  office. 

Tom  also  commented  on  the  physical  isolation  of  neighbors  in  the  Hills,  which  he  feels  has  not  eliminated 
their  tendency  to  be  supportive  of  each  other.  They  keep  an  eye  out  for  one  another's  property  and  person.  This 
Town  is  a  friendly  place  in  which  to  live,  in  that  trend,  Mayor  McReynolds  added  that  even  though  he  does  not 
presently  have  regular  "Mayor  hours,"  anyone  may  get  in  touch  with  him  just  by  phoning  and  making  an 
appointment  to  see  him  at  Town  Hall. 

In  July,  however,  he  will  be  busy  with  his  number  one  hobby,  sailing.  He  will  be  entered  in  the  Honolulu 
Sailing  Race  for  the  third  time.  We  wish  him  happy  sailing  on  the  ocean  and  in  his  Town  work. 

HOW  HIGH  THE  HILLS? 

1 269  feet  at  Ewing  Hill,  west  of  Moody  Road,  above 

Adobe  Creek,  inaccessible. 

959  feet  at  the  intersection  of  Buena  Vista,  Page  Mill,  and  Moody  Roads. 

81 1  feet  between  Julietta  and  Chaparral. 

804  feet  between  Byrne  Park  Lane  and  Deer  Springs  Way. 

788  feet  south  of  Altamont  Road,  across  from  Almaden  Court. 

753  feet  off  Olive  Tree  Lane. 

HOW  HIGH  THE  HOUSES? 

30  feet,  by  city  ordinance. 

NEW  PATHWAY  LINKS 

A  new  scenic  path  was  opened  in  May  that  traverses  conservation  easements  from  Edgerton  Road  (Lands  of 
Koo)  to  Three  Forks  Lane  (Lands  of  Country  Way  Estates).  The  path  is  located  to  the  right  of  Edgerton,  coming 
from  Black  Mountain  down  to  the  first  bend  in  the  road  and  to  the  right  on  Three  Forks  Lane  after  crossing 
the  creek,  coming  up  from  Page  Mill  Road. 

Residents  are  reminded  that  the  path  is  for  non-motorized  vehicles  only  and  that  motorcyclists  will  be  prose- 
cuted. A  word  of  caution— the  path  improvements  are  still  being  put  in  on  the  Lands  of  Koo  so  be  wary  of  open 
ditches. 

The  Pathway  Committee  urges  all  residents  to  keep  the  spirit  of  Proposition  13  and  encourages  each  one  to 
clear  and  maintain  any  paths  adjacent  to  their  property. 

NEW  PLANNING  COMMISSIONER 

On  January  10,  1979,  Richard  Rydell  was  sworn  in  as  the  new  Planning  Commissioner  to  fill  the  unexpired 
term  of  Maria  Reeves.  He  will  be  serving  on  the  Commission  until  June  30,  1982. 

Rich  had  previously  served  on  the  Planning  Commission  for  one  year  in  1976/77  until  his  work  necessitated 
Ic.iving  the  area  for  a  year.  He  has  also  served  on  the  Traffic  &  Public  Safety  Committee  two  times  during  his  five 
years  as  a  Town  resident. 

Married  with  five  children,  Rich  brings  much  experience  to  the  Commission,  with  sixteen  years  background 
in  planning,  engineering,  and  public  health.  His  positions  include  Founder,  Director  and  First  Vice-President  of 
Mrdi-Share,  Inc.  (Santa  Clara  County  Hospital  Shared  Services  Organization)  and  Administrator  of  Western 
I  It'. II 1  Associates,  San  Jose. 


NEWSLETTER  CONTRIBUTIONS  URGEDS! 

This  is  the  Town  Newsletter,  published  for  and  by  the  citizens  of  Los  Altos  Hills  on  a  quarterly  schedule. 
What  would  you  like  to  see  in  this  paper? 

Town  policies?  Ordinance  highlights?        Reports  of  Town-wide  activities? 

Town  procedures?  Common  problems?  Committee  functionings? 

Recent  City  Council  activities?        Costs  of  government?       Recreational  opportunities? 
Town  personalities?  Police  blotter? 

The  City  Council  is  supporting  this  Newsletter,  in  the  interests  of  an  informed  citizenry,  proud  of  their  Town. 
If  you  have  any  questions  of  general  interest  about  the  Town,  any  suggestions  about  what  information  should  be 
printed,  or  any  contributions  of  any  value  to  residents,  please  write  Town  Hall,  or  call: 
Kate  Smith  948-8820 

Mary  van  Tamelen  941-2356 

1978  TRAFFIC  INFORMATION 

There  were  84  reported  auto  accidents  in  1978.  Two  of  these  involved  fatal  injuries.  Speed  was  the  number 
one  cause  of  all  accidents  and  alcohol  was  second.  Most  alcohol  related  accidents  involve  people  between  the 
ages  of  15  and  24. 

It  appears  from  the  accident  reports  that  the  greatest  risk  days  are  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  with  Noon 
to  1 :00  p.m.  and  4:00  to  7:00  p.m.  the  most  dangerous  hours.  Wednesdays  from  6:00  to  8:00  a.m.  are  the  safest 
times  to  drive  on  our  roads. 

There  were  only  two  serious  auto/bike  accidents  in  1978.  Let's  keep  our  eyes  open  for  children  on  bikes 
during  the  summer!  Please,  drive  carefully  and  enjoy  your  vacation. 


RUN,  RUN,  RUNin 


Although  cool  and  overcast,  more  than  200  runners  participated  in  the  Los  Altos  Hills  Mayor's  Safety  Aware- 
ness Run  at  Foothill  College  on  April  22nd.  The  race  was  sponsored  by  the  Town  to  promote  safety  awareness 
for  runners  and,  prior  to  the  race,  runners  attended  a  workshop  with  instructions  provided  by  Jim  Howell,  run- 
ning instructor  at  Foothill  College;  Len  Wallach,  race  director  for  the  Bay  to  Breakers  Race;  and  Joe  Oakes  and 
Phil  Lenehan,  both  noted  local  running  experts.  During  the  workshop,  runners  were  informed  about  the 
"hazards"  of  running  in  the  Town:  what  to  do  when  a  horse  is  encountered  on  the  trail,  how  to  negotiate  the 
narrow  winding  roads,  and  how  to  identify  poison  oak. 

The  Traffic  and  Public  Safety  and  Pathway  Committees  jointly  selected  the  route,  which  included  trails  and 
roads.  As  a  result  of  the  race  there  are  some  greatly  improved  trails  from  O'Keefe  to  Robleda  and  from  Duval  to 
Josefa  for  all  the  residents  to  enjoy. 

The  spirit  of  the  Town  was  kept  by  Mayor  Pro  Tem  David  Proft  and  his  "Moody  Road  Bunch,"  who  followed 
the  runners  to  ensure  the  rules  of  the  "trail"  were  obeyed.  Mayor  Tom  McReynolds  got  the  runners  off  to  a 
quick  start  without  injuring  anyone  while  firing  the  starting  gun. 

Race  Director,  Nancy  Yeend,  organized  the  event  and  managed  to  collect  $500  in  prize  donations  that  were 
awarded  to  the  participants.  All  runners  who  finished  the  nearly  six  mile  race  received  the  Los  Altos  Hills 
T-shirts.  There  are  a  few  left,  so  if  you  missed  out  on  this  historic  event,  just  come  by  the  Town  Hall  and  buy  a 
shirt.  The  shirts  will  make  great  gifts  for  friends  and  relatives  who  come  to  visit  and,  at  only  $2.50  each,  make  an 
inexpensive  summer  camp  wardrobe  for  your  child! 

MAILBOX  LOCATIONS 

Before  leaving  his  position  on  June  1,  1979,  as  outgoing  Postmaster  Walter  D.  Chronert  supplied  the  following 
tips  on  locating  and  maintaining  mailboxes  in  rural  areas: 

(1)  On  motorized  routes  with  curbline  delivery,  it  is  recommended  that  the  box  be  either  the  approved  tradi- 
tional rural  type  box  or  an  approved  suburban  box  of  contemporary  design;  however,  any  box  that  gives 
protection  from  the  weather  and  allows  safe,  convenient  delivery  from  the  carrier's  vehicle  is  acceptable. 

(2)  Boxes  should  be  installed  so  that  the  bottom  of  the  box  is  between  three-and  one  half  and  four  feet  from 
the  roadway. 

(3)  Where  boxes  are  not  located  directly  in  front  of  the  customer's  residence,  the  house  number  should  be 
shown  on  the  box. 

(4)  Mailboxes  must  be  located  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road  in  the  direction  traveled  by  the  carrier. 
Boxes  and  supports  should  be  kept  painted  and  free  of  rust. 

(5)  Only  mail  is  permitted  to  be  placed  in  the  box.  A  tube-can  can  be  attached  to  the  support  for  newspapers. 
Mr.  Chronert  also  noted  that  several  local  cases  of  vandalism  to  both  mail  and  boxes  have  been  handled  by  the 

county  courts  in  the  past  two  months  and  he  added  that  parents  should  advise  their  children  that  it  is  a  federal 
offence  lo  damage  a  mailbox  or  tamper  with  any  mail. 


